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The Douglas Legacy 

Have you ever been in a place more than once, or for an extended period of time? How 

does this place look to you? How familiar are you with this place? How do you feel 

about being in this place? All of these questions are related to our mindset about being 

in places for so long, or coming to these places so often that they become familiar to us. 

Yet, when I say familiar I am going beyond that which is recognizable from memory. Let 

me tell you what I mean. 

Familiar places are often those places that have become so recognizable until we actually 

take them for granted. Our homes are familiar, our relationships are familiar, our     

vocations are familiar. 

Because we are accustomed to them being a certain way, we also take them for granted 

because we don't expect them to give us anything new and fresh. Often in life, our issue 

is not finding new places but finding new perspectives and new details in the places we 

find ourselves now. 

Are you frustrated where you are? Are you so focused on what is going on around you 

that you miss what good may actually be found in your situation? That could be a sign 

that you are overlooking some key details that might help you move to a place of peace 

in our life. The example comes to mind of the blind man that Jesus touched to restore 

his sight. When the man was asked what he saw, he answered based on what had     

become familiar to him. He saw the obstacles and frustrations of a familiar situation with 

new sight. What a tragedy—to have a new blessing only to waste it on seeing old and 

familiar things—things that we take for grated. 

When God blesses us, He does so with the goal of allowing us to see new things about 

who He is, what He does, and who He created us to be. This is His will. Every blessing 

we get should expose us to new and exciting revelations about the awesomeness of 

God in our lives. 

However, when we begin to take life for granted we miss out on new revelations. That 

was the blind man’s problem. All he wanted was the obvious blessing, based on what 

had become familiar. Instead, Jesus gave the man insight that allowed him to see the   

revelation that lies beyond the familiar. The man saw everything as it truly is. 

Don’t let life become familiar to you. Pay attention to the details that God is pointing 

out around you. If you can see beyond the familiar, you will find clues and cues that God 

is working in your situation, God is blessing you through your situation, and you have a 

reason to praise God in spite of your situation. Don’t take life for granted. See the     

details all around you, and celebrate the revelation of God in your life. Today is the best 

day of your life!!! 

Wednesday Power Call 

701-801-9518 

 Share with family and friends; 

and join the call with Pastor 

Todd each Wednesday at 10 pm. 
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Road Trip to New York: Sistas-The Musical 
On Saturday, June 2nd, Douglas members and friends 

boarded buses and traveled to New York for the off-

Broadway stage play, Sistas-The Musical at St Luke’s       

Theatre. The group stopped for lunch at Mastori’s Diner in 

Bordentown, New Jersey before continuing on to New 

York.  
 

Thanks to the Ushers Ministry for recommending the trip 

and for their leadership!  

What is the Story of Sistas?  

Set after the death of an African-

American matriarch, the women in her 

family (three very different sisters, one 

white sister-in-law and the teenage 

daughter of one of the sisters) clean 

Grandma’s attic and prepare to say 

goodbye to the woman who helped 

shape them into the women they are 

today. In the process, the “sistas” trace 

the history of African-American women 

through music, from the trials of the 

1930s to the girl groups of the 1960s 

to the empowerment of the 1990s.  
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Camp Farthest Out will kick off the 2018 season on June 

25 and run through July 27, 2018, 8 am-4 pm. Camp   

Discovery 2018 will welcome campers who have       

completed grades 1-5 in the 2017-2018 academic year.  

Camp Discovery will offer summer learning in math and 

reading, life skills, weekly field trips, swimming, sports, 

games, arts and crafts, dance, healthy eating, and fun! 

Lunch and snacks will be provided. To register campers, 

contact Min. Deborah Ivory at church or email at 

dwivory@cfokids.org. Registration information is also on 

the camp website www.cfokids.org. 

Primary Election: June 26 ! 

Women’s Spring Yoga Session 
The women of Douglas ended 

their spring yoga session on 

Monday, May 21st after seven 

wonderful lessons. We were 

joined by women from the yoga 

class at Bethel AME Church and 

other friends. 

Yoga instructor, Angela White 

(pictured with Barbara Alston) is the proprietor of Angel 

Yoga Love. Ms. White guided the sessions which included 

different age groups and levels of experience; and taught 

warm-ups and poses to help with breathing, strength,   

balance and flexibility. 

Ms. White provided equipment including yoga mats for 

anyone who didn't’ have their own; foam blocks, straps, 

traditional blankets, lavender scented eye pillows (yes, eye 

pillows— you had to be there), massage balls and music. 

As the session ended, Ms. White distributed information 

sheets with Asanas (poses) and suggestions to encourage 

the group to stay active until the fall session.  

Dates for the fall session will be announced. Women who 

are interested in joining should contact Rev. Lottie Sneed. 

The Maryland Democratic and Republican primary       

election will be held on June 26, 2018.  

The 2018 Maryland general election will take place on 

November 6, 2018.  

Early voting for the General Election will be Thursday, 

October 25, 2018 through Thursday, November 1, 2018 

from 10 am until 8 pm. 
 

Make sure your voice is heard. Register and 

Vote!!  

Information from the                                           

Maryland State Board of Elections website:   

(http://www.elections.state.md.us/elections/2018) 

You can also register to vote during early voting. To 

make the voting process quicker for you, we encourage 

you to register to vote by the close of voter registration. 

If you can't register by that date, go to an early voting 

center in the county where you live and bring a docu-

ment that proves where you live. This   document can be 

your MVA-issued license, ID card, or change of address 

card, or your paycheck, bank statement, utility bill, or 

other government document with your name and new 

address.  
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On Thursday, May 17, 2018, Minister Earl Andrews received the Master’s Degree 

in Theology during St. Mary’s Seminary and University’s commencement exercises.  

When asked to reflect on this milestone, Min. Earl responded: “This has been an 

amazing journey. I wish to thank the Douglas family for all of their support and words of 

encouragement as I continue to grow in my calling. I keep my mind, eyes, ears, and heart 

open to the Spirit as I wait for God to reveal the next turn on this scenic road of Christian 

ministry. I was in Alabama for a week with a group of colleagues I was in Alabama for a 

week with a group of colleagues the trip to Birmingham, Montgomery, and Selma tracing 

the steps and studying the work of Martin King was transformational.  It was an amazing   

visit there. We were given a tour of the church, (Dexter) it's museum  component, and 

Minister Earl Andrews Receives Masters Degree 

The Church-Wide Leadership Summit will be held on 

Saturday, June 30, 2018 from 9 am - 1 pm. All      

clergy, church and ministry leaders are requested to 

attend.  

The meeting is also open for persons who are       

interested in serving in leadership. We will talk about 

leadership principles in the church, our leadership 

structure and the vision for our church. 

Please RSVP by calling the church office at 410-523

-1700, so that adequate preparations can be made 

for the continental breakfast and lunch. For more        

information, please see Rev. Vivian Ferebee. 

the church parsonage (where King and Coretta lived) by Mrs. Sanders who was a member of Dexter when King       

pastored there. Amazing living history. I was also fortunate to meet Dr. Wills and his wife who was the last Dexter     

pastor to actually live in the church parsonage which is now a National Historic Landmark. Dr. Wills is now in Atlanta 

but happened to have been in Montgomery to funeralize one of his former members at Dexter. It was so interesting to 

hear them talk about what life was like living in the parsonage. The trip was transformational. We walked the Edmund 

Pettis Bridge in Selma, toured Sixteenth Street Baptist Church, Fred Shuttlesworth's church (Bethel) in Birmingham, and 

10 to 15 other venues prominent in the Civil Rights movement.”  

Min. Earl Andrews during a visit to 

Dexter Avenue King Memorial 

Baptist Church in Montgomery, 

Alabama.  

DMCC Church-Wide           
Leadership Summit 

The Semi-Annual Meeting is scheduled for Saturday 

July 7, 2018 at 10 am. Pastor Todd is requesting that 

all members be present for this important meeting in 

the life of our church. 

In addition to the usual ministry updates, important 

planning information will be shared. Attendance at 

congregational meetings is part of our commitment 

and responsibility as members in good standing of 

Douglas Memorial Community Church. 

Read and study Matthew 5-7 and delve into it to    

determine what it really means to “love the Lord your 

God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and 

with all your strength, and with all your mind; and 

your neighbor as yourself.” 

Semi-Annual Meeting 

Bible Study Summer Reading 
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August July 
1   Kris Powell, McKinley Rigby 

3   Barbara Shorter 

4   Monica Murphy,                 

   Terrell Young 

6   John Riley 

7   Nyla Phillips 

9   Thera Beasley, Kathy Smith 

10 Oscar Savage,            

     Virginia White 

11 Gwendolyn Barbour,         

     Joan Johnson, Xynae Pinder,   

     Leonard Smackum 

16  Tonya Brown 

18  Alexandria Hemphill 

19  Virginia Johns 

23  Karen Blanding 

25  Michelle Hull 

29 Elizabeth Walker,             

      Stacia Mobley 

3   Alice Sue Cooper- Lee 

4   Beverly Reid 

5   Norma Wood 

8   Karen Mpako Ngosso 

9   Clara Carter 

10  Deborah Moir,                

     Nicole Rogers-Johnson,    

     Khalid Smith  

12  Marcus Lansey 

13  Trevon Bowie 

14 Dorothy Bascom,  

     Kimberly Conaway,  

     Jerome Wilson 

18  Leon Bridges,  

     Emma Foote, Joyce Morgan 

20  Carol Camper 

24  Robert Garrett 

25  Pauline Pope 

26  Jean Hillen Wright 

27  Teresa Dowery,  

     Henrietta Smith 

27  Julius Braxton,  

     Rodney Rodgers 

31  Ruth Brown 

Announcements and 
Reminders 

Pastor Todd preaching at 3:30 pm 

Brown’s Memorial Baptist Church 

3215 W. Belvedere Avenue 

Sunday, June 24, 2018 
 

Camp Farthest Out                  

Camp Discovery  

June 25-July 27, 2018  
 

Church-wide Leadership Meeting 

June 30, 2018 from 9 am -1 pm 

All clergy, church and ministry leaders 

and persons interested in serving in 

leadership should attend. Call the office 

to RSVP. Continental breakfast and 

lunch will be served. 
 

Semi-Annual Meeting 

Saturday, July 7, 2018 at 10 am 
 

Men’s Ministry Breakfast 

Saturday, July 21, 2018 at 9:30 am 
 

Seniors’ Crab Feast                         

at Kurtz’s Beach 

Tuesday, July 31, 2018  

Tickets are $48 and include lunch, 

steamed crabs, bus transportation, and 

more. For reservations, see Sis. Susan 

White or Sis. Evelyn Prettyman. 
 

August is Sabbatical Month 

No ministry meetings or Bible study 
 

Block Party 

Saturday, August 25, 2018 
 

DMCC welcomes 

Oakdale Covenant Church  

Sunday, August 26, 2018 
 

Homecoming Sunday 

September 9, 2018 
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Our 93rd Founders’ Day was celebrated on February 

25, 2018. At the 10:30 am worship service, Pastor 

Todd consecrated congregational officers and lay 

leaders; and acknowledged officers who had        

completed their terms of service. Trustee Board 

Chair Robert Beasley, Trustees John Barber and    

Hilbert Byers, III, Moderator Diya Hafiz, Treasurer 

Waqiba Strother and Secretary to the Congregation Deborah Moir have all       

completed their terms and were recognized for faithful service in their   

respective offices.  Dr. Freeda Thompson was recognized for her service to 

the Board of Douglas Memorial Community Church Village.  

New officers and lay leaders are: Jennifer White—Trustee Board Chairper-

son, Thera Beasley—Steward Board Chairperson, Kris Powell and Waqiba 

Strother—Trustees, Patricia Briggs—Treasurer, Robert Beasley—Assistant 

Treasurer, Tracey Barbour-Gillett—Moderator, and Donna Dean—

Secretary to the Congregation. 

Pastor Todd surprised everyone by bestowing the Shepherd’s Crook award to the entire congregation for continued 

faithfulness in challenging times. He and Rev. Vivian Ferebee then unveiled a plaque honoring supporters of the Capital 

Campaign “Today’s Seed, Tomorrow’s Harvest”. 

The day culminated with an afternoon buffet reception and a powerful musical walk through our history in  celebration 

of Founders’ Day and African American History month; directed and conducted by Roderick C. Demmings, Jr.   

Founders’ Day 2018 

 By  Leon Bridges, FAIA   
On Wednesday, 25 April, the American Institute of Architects opened an      

exhibit honoring the 50th Anniversary of the keynote delivery by Whitney M. 

Young, Jr. to the 1968 National Convention of the American Institute of       

Architects (AIA) in Portland, Oregon. Mr. Young’s speech highlighted the 

“thunderous silence and complete irrelevance” of the AIA’s response to the civil 

and social ills afflicting our society and the built environment. His speech shook 

the organization and awakened the AIA resulting in an overwhelming movement 

addressing its responsibility to the civil and social discourse which was happening 

within our country…. This 50th Anniversary Celebration brought together six currently living former recipients 

and Tamara Eagle Bull, the 2018 recipient of the Whitney Award (all Fellows of the American Institute of     

Architects) shown in the attached picture. Leon Bridges, Tamara Eagle Bull, James Spencer, Harry Robinson, 

Dr. Sharon Sutton, Clyde Porter and Stanford Britt... 

The 50th Anniversary Celebration is on view in the AIA Foundation headquarters in the Octagon Building, 

1735 New York Avenue, NW, Washington, DC through November. 
 

Excerpts from article at www.aiabaltimore.org/50th-anniversary-celebration-of-whitney-m-young-jr-award/ 

AIA Whitney M. Young, Jr. Exhibit Opening  
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After you find all the hidden words, the leftover 

letters spell out a Bible verse, reading from the top 

left to the bottom right. 

Bible Word Search 269: Yeast of the Pharisees and Sadducees 

ASKED 

AWARE 

BREAD 

CHRIST 

COMES 

ELIJAH 

FAITH 

GIVEN 

GUARD 

JESUS 

JONAH 

JEREMIAH 

LOAVES 

MORNING 

OVERCAST 

PROPHETS 

REGION 

REPLIED 

PHILIPPI 

TALKING 

TESTED 

THOUSAND 

The Pharisees and Sadducees came to Jesus and tested him by asking him to show them a sign from heaven.  

He replied, “When evening comes, you say, ‘It will be fair weather, for the sky is red,’ and in the morning, ‘Today it 

will be stormy, for the sky is red and overcast.’ You know how to interpret the appearance of the sky, but you    

cannot interpret the signs of the times. A wicked and adulterous generation looks for a sign, but none will be given 

it except the sign of Jonah.” Jesus then left them and went away. 

When they went across the lake, the disciples forgot to take bread.  “Be careful,” Jesus said to them. “Be on your 

guard against the yeast of the Pharisees and Sadducees.” 

They discussed this among themselves and said, “It is because we didn’t bring any bread.” 

Aware of their discussion, Jesus asked, “You of little faith, why are you talking among yourselves about having no 

bread? Do you still not understand? Don’t you remember the five loaves for the five thousand, and how many     

basketfuls you gathered? Or the seven loaves for the four thousand, and how many basketfuls you gathered? How is 

it you don’t understand that I was not talking to you about bread? But be on your guard against the yeast of the 

Pharisees and Sadducees.”  Then they understood that he was not telling them to guard against the yeast used in 

bread, but against the teaching of the Pharisees and Sadducees. 

When Jesus came to the region of Caesarea Philippi, he asked his disciples, “Who do people say the Son of Man is?” 

They replied, “Some say John the Baptist; others say Elijah; and still others, Jeremiah or one of the prophets.” 

“But what about you?” he asked. “Who do you say I am?” 

Simon Peter answered, “You are the Christ, the Son of the living God.” 

Matthew 16:1-16 
http://biblewordgames.com  copyright 2018 

All rights reserved 

LIVING 

PETER 

SIGNS 

SIMON 

STORMY 

YEAST 

BAPTIST 

CAREFUL 

EVENING 

EXCEPT 

FORGOT 

HEAVEN 



 

 

 

The Board of Stewards and the Board of Trustees called 

an urgent Special Congregational Meeting on Sunday, March 

111th, following the 8:00 am and 10:30 am worship services. 

Our lay leaders briefly shared the status of our church,      

outstanding needs and solutions; and later broke into groups 

for further discussion and to gather input from members. 

We were reminded of the stewardship with which God has 

entrusted us: “to whom much is given, much is required”; and 

that we must remain faithful in funding ministry while also 

maintaining the physical plant and supporting ministry         

operations. 

SPRING 2018  

Douglas Memorial Community Church  1325 Madison Avenue  Baltimore, MD 21217   

Phone 410-523-1700  Fax 410-523-1765  E-mail: info@douglaschurch.net  Website: www.douglaschurch.net 

VOLUME 10   ISSUE 1 
The Douglas Legacy P A G E  8  

Special Congregational Meeting 


